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lection, gathered tip by the Ottoman Government from
all over Turkey, of Assyrian, Greek, Hittite, Arabic,
Turkish, Lydian and Persian objects. Hamdi Bey, direc-
tor of art in 1882, obtained funds from the Government
for the erection of the present museum, a splendid build-
ing, especially designed to house the great findings of
Sidon, also the unique Hittite collection gathered from
all parts of the Empire. Great numbers of Babylonian
tablets, seals, carvings, statues, tiles, etc., from Iraq
were given places adapted to their importance and char-
acter. Housed there are the only authentic stone from
Herod's Temple in Jerusalem, the Siloani inscription
from the time of Hezekiali, together with a beautiful col-
lection of ancient glass from Syria. An art lover is re-
paid by a visit to Constantinople merely to see the ex-
quisite Alexander Sarcophagus which is in this museum.
The end of one wing of the building is devoted to a beauti-
ful art library, one large room of which is filled with a
special historical library, presented to the museum by
Jevdet Pasta, a learned Constantinople Turk.
Harndi Bey, who as an artist, had pictures accepted
in salons in Paris and London, received honors from
European academies. In his capacity as director, lie was
constantly introducing enlargements and improvements
into the museum. He died about ten years ago. His
brother, Haleb Bey, is the present director.
The museum has become disorganized as a result of
recent wars. The gold objects, some of them from Troy
and Sardis, and the more precious bronzes were sent to
the interior for safety and are not at present on exhibi-
tion. The many thousands of coins are not yet rear-
ranged, but it is reasonable to hope that in the near
future, the museum will once more take its place among
the great attractions of the City.
A smaller museum, the Evkaf Museum, should not be
forgotten in any description of modern Turkey. It is a

